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  Introductory note  
 
 

 Part II covers the practice of the 



  

 

 I . Meetings and records 
 
 

  Note 
 
 

 Section I covers the practice of the Security 
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ten days, inform the Secretary-General of any 
corrections they wish to have made in this record.  
 

  Rule 52 
 

 Corrections that have been requested shall be 
considered approved unless the President is of the 
opinion that they are sufficiently important to be 
submitted to the representatives on the Security 
Council. In the latter case, the representatives on the 
Security Council shall submit within two working days 
any comments they may wish to make. In the absence 
of objections in this period of time, the record shall be 
corrected as requested.  
 

  Rule 53 
 

 The verbatim record referred to in rule 49 or the 
record referred to in rule 51, in which no corrections 
have been requested in the period of time required by 
rules 50 and 51, respectively, or which has been 
corrected in accordance with the provisions of rule 52, 
shall be considered as approved. It shall be signed by 
the President and shall become the official record of 
the Security Council.  
 

  Rule 54 
 

 The official record of public meetings of the 
Security Council, as well as the documents annexed 
thereto, shall be published in the official languages as 
soon as possible.  
 

  Rule 55 
 

 At the close of each private meeting the Security 
Council shall issue a communiqué through the 
Secretary-General.  
 

  Rule 56 
 

 The representatives of the Members of the United 
Nations which have taken part in a private meeting 
shall at all times have the right to consult the record of 
that meeting in the office of the Secretary-General. The 
Security Council may at any time grant access to this 

record to authorized representatives of other Members 
of the United Nations.  
 

  Rule 57 
 

 The Secretary-General shall, once each year, 
submit to the Security Council a list of the records and 
documents which up to that time have been considered 
confidential. The Security Council shall decide which 
of these shall be made available to other Members of 
the United Nations, which shall be made public, and 
which shall continue to remain confidential.  

 Section I comprises four sub-sections, as follows:  
A, Meetings, concerning the convening of meetings 
pursuant to rules 1 to 5, and the format of meetings 
under rule 48; B, Informal consultations of the whole; 
C, Other informal meetings; and D, Records, which are 
maintained in accordance with rules 49 to 57. 

 During the period under review, the Council held 
a total of 445 meetings,5 including one summit 
meeting,6 and 321 informal consultations of the whole. 
Members of the Council also continued to hold 
informal dialogues7 and Arria-formula meetings, 
following previous practice. There was an increase in 
both the number of meetings and the number of 
informal consultations of the whole over the previous 
period, 2008-2009. The question of the format of 
meetings was raised at the two open debates 
concerning the working methods of the Council 
(case 1). 

 Figure I shows the total number of meetings and 
informal consultations of the whole and the total 
number of items considered during the five-year period 
2007-2011. 

 5 A resumption of a meeting is not considered to be a 
separate meeting. 

 6 6389th meeting, held on 23 September 2010, under the 
item entitled “ Maintenance of international peace and 
security” . 

 7 See S/2010/507, para. 59. During the period, the terms 
“ informal interactive dialogue” and “ informal interactive 
discussion” were used interchangeably by the Council to 
refer to this meeting format. 
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Table 1 
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 2. Format of meetings  
 

  Public meetings  
 

 During the period under review, the Council 
continued to convene public, or open, meetings as 
provided for in rule 48, mainly for the purposes of  
(a) receiving briefings on country-specific or regional 
situations, or on thematic issues; (b) holding debates 
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Meeting and date Item Heads of State or Government Ministers  

    6
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Meeting and date Item Heads of State or Government Ministers  

    6479  
11 February 2011 

Maintenance of 
international peace 
and security 

 Council members (7)  
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
(Minister for Foreign Affairs), 
Brazil (Minister for External 
Relations), Colombia (Minister 
for Foreign Affairs), Gabon 
(Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs), Germany (Vice-
Chancellor and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs), India 
(Minister for External Affairs), 
Portugal (Minister for Foreign 
Affairs)  

Non-members (2)  
Costa Rica (Minister for 
Foreign Affairs), Slovenia 
(Minister for Foreign Affairs) 

6581  
12 July 2011 

Children and armed 
conflict 

 Council members (
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  Figure II 
Private meetings, by subject, 2010-2011 
 

 
 

Table 3 
Private meetings, 2010-2011 

 

Item Meeting and date 

  Meetings with troop- and police-contributing countries (33 meetings) 

Meeting of the Security Council with the 
troop- and police-contributing countries 
pursuant to resolution 1353 (2001), 
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Item Meeting and date 

  Country -specific or regional matters (13 meetings) 

Letter dated 18 December 2010 from the 
Russian Federation to the President of the 
Security Council (S/2010/646) 

6456, 19 December 2010 

Letter dated 6 February 2011 from 
Cambodia to the President of the Security 
Council (S/2011/58)  

6480, 14 February 2011 

The situation in Libyab 
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dialogues and Arria-
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Date Subject Participants, including non-members of the Council 

   15 June 2011 Libya Mauritania, Uganda 

22 June 2011 Darfur Joint African Union-United Nations Chief Mediator 
for Darfur, Qatar 

19 July 2011 Eritrea Intergovernmental Authority on Development 
Facilitator for Somalia, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Somalia, Uganda  

 

Source: The Security Council Working Methods Handbook (United Nations publication, Sales No. 11.VII.1). 
 
 
 

 D. Records  
 
 

 During the period under review, verbatim records 
were issued following each public meeting of the 
Council, in accordance with rule 49, and communiqués 
were issued following private meetings, in accordance 

with rule 55. On no occasion were questions raised at 
Council meetings regarding the application of rules 49 
to 57 in connection with the preparation, access and 
issuance of verbatim records, communiqués or other 
documents.  

 
 
 

 II . Agenda 
 
 

  Note 
 
 

 Section II deals with the practice of the Security 
Council concerning the agenda, in relation to rules 6 
to 12 of the provisional rules of procedure.  

 Rule 6 of the provisional rules of procedure relates 
to the circulation of communica
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  Rule 11 
 

 The Secretary-General shall communicate each 
week to the representatives on the Security Council a 
summary statement of matters of which the Security 
Council is seized and of the stage reached in their 
consideration. 
 

  Rule 12 
 

 The provisional agenda for each periodic meeting 
shall be circulated to the members of the Security 
Council at least twenty-one days before the opening of 
the meeting. Any subsequent change in or addition to 
the provisional agenda shall be brought to the notice of 
the members at least five days before the meeting. The 
Security Council may, however, in urgent 
circumstances, make additions to the Agenda at any 
time during a periodic meeting.  

 The provisions of rule 7, paragraph 1, and of 
rule 9, shall apply also to periodic meetings. 

 During the period under review, the Secretary-
General continued the practice of distributing 
communications from States, organs of the United 
Nations, or from himself concerning any matter for the 
consideration of the Council in accordance with the 
provisions of the Charter as documents in the S/series, 
pursuant to rule 6. The Secretary-General also 
continued to draw up a provisional agenda for each 
meeting of the Council, and communicated the 
provisional agenda to the representatives of Council 
members, in accordance with rules 7 and 8. On no 
occasion during the period was the question of the 

circulation of communications, or the preparation of 
the provisional agenda, discussed. Rule 12 was not 
applied during the period under review, as no periodic 
meeting was held.  

 Section II comprises three sub-
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 Pursuant to the note by the President dated 
16 March 2011, the Council decided that, as from that 
date, its earlier consideration of issues pertaining to the 
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 B.  Matters of which the Security Council 
is seized (rules 10 and 11) 

 
 

  Overview  
 

 During the period under review, the Council 
considered a total of 53 items, of which 27 dealt with 

country-specific and regional situations, 22 with 
general and thematic issues and 4 with other matters. 
For the breakdown of items by year, see table 6.  

 
 

Table 6 
Items considered at meetings, 2010-2011a 
 

 Year 

Item 2010 2011 

   Country -specific and regional situations   

Africa    

Central African region �” �” 

Reports of the Secretary-General on the Sudan �” �” 

The situation concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo �” �” 

The situation concerning Western Sahara �” �” 

The situation in Burundi �” �” 

The situation in Chad, the Central African Republic and the subregion �”  

The situation in Côte d'Ivoire �” �” 

The situation in Guinea-Bissau �” �” 

The situation in Liberia �” �” 

The situation in Libya  
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 Year 

Item 2010 2011 

   International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide 
and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the 
Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other Such 
Violations Committed in the Territory of Neighbouring States between 1 January 1994 
and 31 December 1994 

�” �” 

International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations 
of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia 
since 1991 

�” �” 

Maintenance of international peace and security �” �” 

Meeting of the Security Council with the troop- and police-contributing countries 
pursuant to resolution 1353 (2001), annex II, sections A and B 

�” �” 

Non-proliferation �” �” 

Non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction  �” 

Non-proliferation/Democratic People’s Republic of Korea �” �” 

Peace and security in Africa �” �” 

Peace consolidation in West Africa �” �” 

Post-conflict peacebuilding �” �” 

Protection of civilians in armed conflict �” �” 

Security Council mission 

�” 
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 Year 

Item 2010
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 Table 7 
Items proposed for deletion from the summary statement, 2010-2011 
 

Item 
Date of first and last 
consideration 

Proposed for 
deletion in 2010 

Status in 
March 2010 

Proposed for 
deletion in 2011 

Status in 
March 2011 

      The Palestine question  9 December 1947; 
25 November 1966 

�” Retained �” Retained 

The India-Pakistan question  6 January 1948; 
5 November 1965 
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Item 
Date of first and last 
consideration 

Proposed for 
deletion in 2010 

Status in 
March 2010 

Proposed for 
deletion in 2011 

Status in 
March 2011 

      
The question of the exercise by the 
Palestinian people of its inalienable 
rights  

9 June 1976; 
30 April 1980 

�” Retained �” Retained 

The situation between Iran and Iraq  26 September 1980; 
31 January 1991 

�” Retained �” Retained 

Letter dated 1 October 1985 from the 
Permanent Representative of Tunisia to 
the United Nations addressed to the 
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Item 
Date of first and last 
consideration 

Proposed for 
deletion in 2010 

Status in 
March 2010 

Proposed for 
deletion in 2011 

Status in 
March 2011 

      Letter dated 4 July 2006 from the 
Permanent Representative of Japan to 
the United Nations addressed to the 
President of the Security Council 
(S/2006/481)a  

15 July 2006; 
6 October 2006 

�” Deleted   

Letter dated 5 April 2007 from the 
Permanent Representative of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to the United Nations addressed 
to the President of the Security Council 
(S/2007/186) 

17 April 2007; 
17 April 2007 

– – �” Retained 

 

 a This item was subsumed under the item entitled “Non-proliferation/Democratic People’s Republic of Korea”. 
 
 
 

 C. Discussions concerning the agenda 
 
 

 During the period under review, on one occasion 
the Council considered the management of the agenda, 
in particular the question of the revision of the agenda 
(case 2). 

 At the 6672nd meeting, on 30 November 2011, 
under the item “Implementation of the note by the 
President of the Security Council (S/2010/507)”, the 
representative of India said that the Council should 



http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672
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 During the period under review, in accordance 
with rule 13, the credentials of representatives of 
members of the Council were communicated to the 
Secretary-General, who submitted his report to the 
Council pursuant to rule 15. Such a report was 
transmitted to the Council when representatives of the 
newly elected non-permanent members of the Council 
were designated prior to the beginning of each term,63 
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the Council, including the presentation of the annual 
report of the Council to the General Assembly;65 and 
(c) delivering statements or remarks to the press, 
following the conclusion of informal consultations of 
the whole, whenever Council members reached 
agreement on a text. Representatives of Council 
members, in their national capacities, continued to 
submit monthly assessments of the work of the Council 
after the completion of their respective presidencies.66 

 Following previous practice, Council members 
that held the presidency during the month of July 
prepared the introduction to the annual report of the 
Council to the General Assembly. In addition, the 
presidencies for the months of July 2010 and July 2011 
continued the practice, started in 2008, of convening 
informal meetings with Member States to exchange 
views on the annual report.67 At the 6641st meeting, on 
27 October 2011, under the item entitled 
“Consideration of the draft report of the Security 
Council to the General Assembly”, the representative 
of Germany, presenting the annual report of the 
Council in his capacity as the President for the month 
of July 2011, said that the informal meeting held to 
exchange views with the wider United Nations 
membership on the draft report had been extremely 
useful, both for the input received and for fostering the 
working relationship between the Council and non-
members of the Council. In this regard, he expressed 
hope for the continuation of the practice in the 
future.68 

 The question of the roles and responsibilities of 
the President, including communication with Member 
States and the media, interaction with other organs of 
the United Nations, and the preparation of monthly 
assessments and annual reports, was raised at the two 

 65 
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the Sudan said that Council documents, especially the 
reports of the Secretary-General on peacekeeping 
operations, should be circulated in advance of their 
consideration by the Council, in all official languages of 
the United Nations. He noted that very often a version of 
the report was distributed to members of the Council 

only, but was not circulated to all Member States until 
the day of the meeting, or occasionally even after the 
meeting.90 

 90 S/PV.6672 (Resumption 1), p. 11.  

 
 
 

 VI.  Conduct of business 
 
 

  Note 
 
 

 Section VI covers the practice of the Council 
concerning the conduct of business at its meetings, 
pursuant to rules 27, 29, 30 and 33 of its provisional 
rules of procedure. 
 

  Rule 27 
 

 The President shall call upon representatives in 
the order in which they signify their desire to speak. 
 

  Rule 29 
 

 The President may accord precedence to any 
rapporteur appointed by the Security Council. 
 

 The Chairman of a commission or committee, or 
the rapporteur appointed by the commission or 
committee to present its report, may be accorded 
precedence for the purpose of explaining the report. 
 

  Rule 30 
 

 If a representative raises a point of order, the 
President shall immediately state his ruling. If it is 
challenged, the President shall submit his ruling to the 
Security Council for immediate decision and it shall 
stand unless overruled. 
 

  Rule 33 
 

 The following motions shall have precedence in 
the order named over all principal motions and draft 
resolutions relative to the subject before the meeting: 

 1. To suspend the meeting;  

 2. To adjourn the meeting;  

 3. To adjourn the meeting to a certain day or 
hour;  

 4. To refer any matter to a committee, to the 
Secretary-General or to a rapporteur;  

 5. To postpone discussion of the question to a 
certain day or indefinitely; or 

 6. To introduce an amendment.  

 Any motion for the suspension or for the simple 
adjournment of the meeting shall be decided without 
debate. 

 During the period under review, while there was 
no special application of the provisional rules of 
procedure concerning conduct of business, the Council 
continued to implement measures aimed at improving 
the efficiency, effectiveness and transparency of its 
meetings. For example, in accordance with 
paragraph 27 of the note by the President dated 19 July 
2006,91 the President frequently requested speakers to 
limit their statements, usually to five minutes, to 
circulate the full text of their statements in the Council 
chamber and to deliver a condensed version when 
speaking in the Chamber.92 A
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statement to the members of the Council, and delivered 
a summarized version.94  

 During the period under review, when 
non-members of the Council were invited to participate 
in a meeting, Council members spoke before Member 
States invited under rule 37 of the provisional rules of 
procedure, except on some occasions when parties 
directly involved in the matter under consideration 
took the floor before Council members.95 For example, 
at the 6497th meeting, on 17 March 2011, under the 
item entitled “The situation in Afghanistan”, the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General, 
invited under rule 39, took the floor but requested that 
the Council allow the representative of Afghanistan, 
invited under rule 37, to speak before him, Council 
members and other invitees under rule 37.96 

 94 S/PV.6310, p. 2 (Chair of the Security Council 
Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 
(2004)) and S/PV.6536, p. 2 (statement by the 
representative of India on behalf of the Committees 
established pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999), 1373 
(2001) and 1540 (2004)). 

 95 For example, at the 6405th meeting, on 19 October 2010, 
on the situation in Timor-Leste, following the briefing by 
the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Timor-Leste, the representative of Timor-Leste spoke 
before Council members and other Member States 
invited under rule 37 (S/PV.6405, pp. 5-8). At the 6636th 
meeting, on 24 October 2011, concerning the situation in 
the Middle East, including the Palestinian question, 
following the briefing by the Under-Secretary-General 
for Political Affairs, the representative of Israel spoke 
before Council members and other Member States 
invited under rule 37 (S/PV.6636, pp. 8-11). 

 96 S/PV.6497, p. 2. 

  Discussions relating to the order 
of speaking 

 
 

 During the period under review, the question of the 
order of speaking was raised at an open debate 
concerning the working methods of the Council (case 5). 
 

  Case 5 
  Implementation of the note by the President of 

the Security Council 
 

 At the 6300th meeting, on 22 April 2010, under 
the item entitled “Implementation of the note by the 
President of the Security Council (S/2006/507)”, 97 

http://undocs.org/S/RES/1540(2004)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1267(11 4106 1360 4239 1361 4371 1362 4510 1363 48r[0 5k2.74t5362 4510 1360/745rder/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[/URI(http://undocs.org/S/RES/1267(11 4106 1360 4239 1361 4371 157 
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1373(2001)
http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
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not a Member of the United Nations, if it is a party to a 
dispute under consideration by the Security Council, 
shall be invited to participate, without vote, in the 
discussion relating to the dispute. The Security Council 
shall lay down such conditions as it deems just for the 
participation of a state which is not a Member of the 
United Nations. 
 

  Rule 37 
 

 Any Member of the United Nations which is not a 
member of the Security Council may be invited, as the 
result of a decision of the Security Council, to 
participate, without vote, in the discussion of any 
question brought before the Security Council when the 
Security Council considers that the interests of that 
Member are specially affected, or when a Member 
brings a matter to the attention of the Security Council 
in accordance with Article 35 (1) of the Charter. 
 

  Rule 39 
 

 The Security Council may invite members of the 
Secretariat or other persons, whom it considers 
competent for the purpose, to supply it with 
information or to give other assistance in examining 
matters within its competence. 

 During the period under review, following its 
previous practice, the Council invited non-members to 
participate in its meetings. The invitations were 
extended either under the “relevant provisions” of the 
Charter without an explicit reference to a rule, or under 
rule 37 or rule 39 of the provisional rules of procedure 
of the Council. Specifically, Member States continued 
to be invited under rule 37, while representatives of the 
Secretariat, subsidiary organs of the Security Council, 
other United Nations organs, specialized agencies, 
funds and programmes, regional and other 
intergovernmental organizations, or other invitees, 
including representatives of non-governmental 
organizations, were invited under rule 39. 

 Section VII comprises four sub-sections, as 
follows: A, Invitations extended under rule 37 
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consecutive meetings held on the same item were 
automatically renewed at each of the meetings.103 
 

  Requests for invitations denied or not 
acted upon 

 

 On no occasion during the period under review 
was a request from a Member State to participate in a 
Council meeting put to a vote or denied at a public 
meeting. There was also no instance of a Member State 
communicating to the Council that its request to 
participate had not been acted upon. 
 
 

 B. Invitations extended under rule 39 
 
 

 In accordance with rule 39 of the provisional 
rules of procedure, members of the Secretariat or other 

 103 For example, at the 6357th (closed) meeting, on 12 July 
2010, the Head of the Committee of Financial Experts of 
Iraq, who had been invited under rule 37 at the 6356th 
meeting, was invited “pursuant to the decision taken at 
the 6356th meeting” (S/PV.6357). Similarly, at the 
6689th (closed) meeting, on 15 December 2011, the 
representative of the Sudan, who had been invited under 
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 Invitations under rule 39 are extended to five 
categories of persons or entities, namely (a) the 
Secretariat and subsidiary bodies of the Council; 
(b) other organs of the United Nations, subsidiary bodies 
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Table 8 
First -time invitations under rule 39, 2010-2011 

 

Invitee Meeting and date Item 

   Secretariat officials and subsidiary bodies of the Security Council  

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender 
Issues and Advancement of Women 

6302 
27 April 2010 

Women and peace and security 

Chair of the Secretary-General’s Panel on the 
Referenda in the Sudan 

6452 
16 December 2010 

Reports of the Secretary-General 
on the Sudan 

Special Envoy of the Secretary-General to Libya 6509 
4 April 2011 

The situation in Libya 

Chair of the Senior Advisory Group for the Review 
of

http://undocs.org/S/RES/1203(1998)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1244(1999)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6341
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Invitee Meeting and date Item 

   Mr. Enver Hoxhaj 6534 
12 May 2011 

Security Council resolutions 1160 
(1998), 1199 (1998), 1203 
(1998), 1239 (1999) and 1244 
(1999) 

Mr. Ezekiel Lol Gatkuoth (on behalf of the 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6534
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1160(1998)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1160(1998)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1199(1998)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1203(1998)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1203(1998)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1239(1999)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1244(1999)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1244(1999)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6542
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6583
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6650
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6337
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6376
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1353(2001)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6415
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6420
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1353(2001)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6425
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Meeting and date Item Briefer 

   6436 (closed) 
7 December 2010 

Meeting of the Security Council with the 
troop- and police-contributing countries 
pursuant to resolution 1353 (2001), 
annex II, sections A and B 

Principal Deputy Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General for Côte d’Ivoire 

6437 
7 December 2010 

The situation in Côte d’Ivoire Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for Côte d’Ivoire and Head of 
UNOCI 

6443 (closed) 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6436
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1353(2001)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6437
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6443
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1353(2001)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6468
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6474
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6478
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6494
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6513
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6559
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6599
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6601
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6656
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6660
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6668
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Meeting and date Item Briefer 

   6674 
5 December 2011 

Peace and security in Africa  Permanent Representative of Uganda to the 
African Union; President of Djibouti; Prime 
Minister of Ethiopia; Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of Kenya; President of Somalia 

6690 
19 December 2011 

The situation in Afghanistan Special Representative of the Secretary-
General and Head of the United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 

6698 
22 December 2011 

The situation in Libya Special Representative of the Secretary-
General and Head of the United Nations 
Support Mission in Libya 

 
 
 

 C. Invitations not expressly extended 
under rule 37 or rule 39 

 
 

 During the period under review, the Council 
extended several invitations not expressly under 
rule 37 or rule 39 (see table 10).  

Invitations to representatives of Palestine to participate 
in meetings of the Council were routinely extended, 
without reference to any rule and “in accordance with 

the provisional rules of procedure and the previous 
practice in this regard”. 

 At the 6408th (closed) meeting, on 21 October 
2010, under the item entitled “The situation in 
Somalia”, the Under-Secretary-General for Field 
Support and the Force Commander of the African 
Union Mission in Somalia participated without any 
invitation, under either rule 37 or rule 39.109 

 109 S/PV.6408.  
 

Table 10 
Invitations not expressly extended under rule 37 or rule 39, 2010-2011 

 

Invitee Meeting and date Item 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6690
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6698
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the Charter.115 The representative of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran said that the refusal to allow 
non-members of the Council to participate in 
discussions on matters affecting them and their 
interests, the denial of their right to brief the Council 
on their positions on issues having a direct effect on 
their national interests, as well as the denial of the right 
of reply to countries against which allegations were 
raised during certain formats of the meetings of the 
Council, were in total disregard of Article 31 of the 
Charter.116 The representative of Namibia said that the 
Council’s practice of discussing issues without giving 
Member States with an interest in those issues an 

 115 Ibid., p. 24. 
 116 Ibid., pp. 13-14. 
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  Figure VI 
  Number of resolutions and statements by the President, 2007-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  Multiple decisions at one meeting  
 

 While the standard practice of the Council was to 
adopt a single decision at a meeting, during the period 
there were several occasions on which the Council 
adopted more than one decision at a single meeting. Of 

http://undocs.org/S/RES/1934(2010)
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http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6557
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1988(2011)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1989(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6582
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1999(2011)
http://undocs.org/S/PRST/2011/14
http://undocs.org/S/2010/29
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6261
http://undocs.org/S/2010/141
http://undocs.org/S/2010/271
http://undocs.org/S/2010/346
http://undocs.org/S/2010/557
http://undocs.org/S/2011/417
http://undocs.org/S/2011/421
http://undocs.org/S/2010/29
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6261
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1908(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1908(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/2010/95
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6278
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1912(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1912(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/2010/216
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6305
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1920(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1920(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/2010/277
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6330
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1927(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1927(2010)


http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6399
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1944(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1944(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/2010/582
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6426
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1948(2010)
http://undocs.org/S/2010/592
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6429
http://www.un.org/ga/sear6tp://www.un.org/ga/sear6t3/view_10 
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Draft resolution Item Meeting and date 
Adopted 
resolution Council member sponsors Non-member sponsors 
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Draft resolution Item Meeting and date 
Adopted 
resolution Council member sponsors Non-member sponsors 
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Draft resolution Item Meeting and date 
Adopted 
resolution Council member sponsors Non-member sponsors 

      Republic of Moldova, 
Romania, Samoa, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Ukraine 

S/2011/545 
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the extension of invitations, and the suspension or 
adjournment of a meeting have generally been decided 
upon by the Council without a vote. When such 
motions were voted upon, the vote was considered 
procedural. During the period under review, there were 

http://undocs.org/S/RES/1929(2010)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6335
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1930(2010)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6339
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1945(2010)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6401
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1953(2010)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6445
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1958(2010)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6450
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1966(2010)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6463
http://undocs.org/S/RES/1973(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6498
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Resolution Item Meeting and date 
Vote (for-against-

http://undocs.org/S/RES/1984(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6552
http://undocs.org/S/RES/2023(2011)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6674
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6389
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206404%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/2011/24
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6484
http://undocs.org/S/2011/612
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.6627


http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206672%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206672%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206672%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
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Table 16 
Notes by the President of the Security Council adopted at a formal meeting, 2010-2011 
 

Meeting and date Item Symbol 

   6413  
28 October 2010 

Consideration of the draft report of the Security Council to the General 
Assembly 

S/2010/552 

6641  
27 October 2011 

Consideration of the draft report of the Security Council to the General 
Assembly 

S/2011/664 

 
 
 

 E. Discussions concerning the  
decision-making process  
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http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
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interested in hearing the points of view of the broader 
membership before making decisions.156 

 At the 6672nd meeting, on 30 November 2011, 
under the item entitled “Implementation of the note by 
the President of the Security Council (S/2010/507)”, 
the question of the decision-making process was again 
discussed.157 The representative of Brazil said that the 
Council should grant non-members of the Council 
access to the subsidiary bodies of the Council, 
including the right to participate as appropriate.158 The 
representative of Mexico said that the sanctions 
committees should be encouraged to hear the views of 

http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206672%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206672%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206672%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
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  Rule 45 
 

 Verbatim records of meetings of the Security 
Council shall be drawn up in the languages of the 
Council.  
 

  Rule 46 
 

 All resolutions and other documents shall be 
published in the languages of the Security Council.  
 

  Rule 47 
 

 Documents of the Security Council shall, if the 
Security Council so decides, be published in any 
language other than the languages of the Council. 

 During the period under review, rules 41 to 47 
were consistently applied. At several meetings, 
speakers delivered their statements in a language other 

than the six official languages of the Security Council 
in accordance with rule 44.162 

 162 For example, at the 6341st meeting, on 16 June 2010, a 
former child soldier briefed the Council in Nepalese; an 
English text was provided by the speaker (see S/PV.6341, 
p. 9). At the 6359th meeting, on 15 July 2010, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Guinea-Bissau delivered 
his statement in Portuguese; an English text was 
provided by the delegation (S/PV.6359, p. 6). At the 
6389th meeting, on 23 September 2010, the Prime 
Minister of Japan spoke in Japanese; an English text was 
provided by the delegation (S/PV.6389, p. 13). At the 
6411th meeting, on 26 October 2010, the Parliamentary 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan spoke in 
Japanese; an English text was provided by the delegation 
(S/PV.6411, p. 15). At the 6421st meeting, on 
11 November 2010, the Chairman of the Presidency of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina spoke in Bosnian; English 
interpretation was provided by the delegation 
(S/PV.6421, p. 5). At the 6425th meeting, on 
16 November 2010, the State Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs of Japan spoke in Japanese; English 
interpretation was provided by the delegation 
(S/PV.6425, p. 24). At the 6650th meeting, on 
9 November 2011, the President of the Council 
(Portugal) spoke in Portuguese; English interpretation 
was provided by the delegation (S/PV.6650, p. 2). At the 
6664th meeting, on 22 November 2011, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Timor-Leste spoke in 
Portuguese; English interpretation was provided by the 
delegation (S/PV.6664, p. 5). 

 
 
 

 X. Provisional status of the rules of procedure 
 
 

  Note  
 
 

 Section X covers the practice of the Council 
concerning the status of the provisional rules of 
procedure of the Council. Article 30 of the Charter 
provides that the Council shall adopt its own rules of 
procedure. Since the adoption of the provisional rules 
of procedure at it

http://undocs.org/S/PV.6341
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6359
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6389
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6411
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6421
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6425
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6650
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6664
http://undocs.org/S/96
http://undocs.org/S/96/Rev.7


http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/2006/507
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6300
http://undocs.org/S/2010/507
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/PV.%206300%20(Resumption%201)&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/S/PV.6672

